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Summary

• STAA History
– What trucks are STAA Trucks
– Where can they go

• Why are all these trucks here
• What are we doing to restrict/allow them
• Residents don’t care about reality. They just 

don’t want trucks to move past their homes
• How GPS impacts the situation.
• The “Solution” 
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History

– The Surface 
Transportation Assistance 
Act of 1982

• Required states to allow 
102” wide combinations 
to move on the 
interstates and other 
designated highways

• Must allow reasonable 
access to terminals

• Restricted areas within 
this network must be due 
to safety concerns

• TRB Special Report 223 
– 10’ lanes acceptable on 

low volume low speed 
roads
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Muddy the waters 

• 102s exempt from STAA restrictions
– Automobile and boat transporters
– Furniture moving vans
– Straight trucks and busses
– Combinations with trailers no greater than 28’6” long
– Utility trailers registered at 10,000lbs or less
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More Mud

• The list designates 
the vehicle type 
and the distance 
off the network 
trucks are allowed 
to travel

• So even if a 102 is 
allowed to use the 
road, it may not 
necessarily be the 
102 that the 
trucker is driving.
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Why are all these trucks here?

• PA is less than a 
days drive to 

• 3 different 
Megaregions

• 40% of the 
US population 
and 

• 50% of the 
Canadian 
population.
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Population and Freight 

• Population growing in the east
• Top 100 Freight generators not surprisingly along the interstates.
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What are we doing to restrict trucks?

• 4902(a) Restrictions 
based on conditions 
of the bridge or road.

• $75 and/or 
• If over posted 

weight - $150 
plus $150 per 
500lbs in excess 
of 3000lbs                
over posted 
weight.
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More Strategies

• 4902(b) 
Restrictions 
based on traffic 
condition

• $500 Fine
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Loophole

• Section 4908 
refers to Section 
4923(b)(6)&(7)

• Section 4923(b) 
was deleted so 
any citations 
written for 102s 
in violation of 
4908 can be 
thrown out
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Residents don’t care about Reality…

• Local residents 
concerned with 
traffic at 
intersection
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The problem Example #1

• Krumsville is zoned commercial
• The plan for this area is to have 

a significant level of truck traffic
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Example #2

• The terminal generating 
the truck traffic is in a 
different municipality than 
the road providing access.

• Who is responsible for 
maintaining the road
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The GPS effect

• GPS route VS 
truck route
– GPS does not 

consider 
turning radius

– GPS does not 
consider land 
use
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New Legislation

• Change the legal width of vehicles to 102”
– No more invisible truck restrictions

• The Department must sign those locations where truck 
movement is not safe.

• Eliminate Pub 411
• Delete Chapter 209
• Create an online map showing restricted routes

• Provide guidance to locals
– Restriction must be due to safety
– Revise access forms to be Restriction Forms
– Locals are responsible for ramifications of Planning 

decisions. 
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Guidance for Districts
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Contacts

Matthew Hedge
Central Permit Office Manager

Hauling Permits Section
mhedge@pa.gov

George Harpster
Central Permit Office 

Supervisor
Hauling Permits Section

gharpster@pa.gov
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